Enforcement of radical legislative measures in order to improve traffic safety in the Republic of Serbia, which are implemented for some time, should result in a reduction of the rate of the traffic delinquency. This paper analyses trends in traffic delinquency rates in the Republic of Serbia with the aim to show trends of traffic delinquency rates by looking at the total number of traffic accidents and traffic offenses, the structure of traffic delinquency rates, as well as the share of traffic offenses within the overall crime in Serbia for period 2014-2018. The aim of this paper is to analyse the statistics, to obtain the right picture about existing situation, trends and structure of traffic delinquency, as well as about the effectiveness of preventive and repressive measures implemented, as well as the possible need to take further steps towards combating the traffic delinquency.
Introduction
In modern society, taking before all into account continuous technical and technological development, special attention should be devoted to a devastating statistic data on number of traffic accidents and their consequences. Road safety at global level, as presented in reports of World Health Organization 1 , is associated with devastating statistical data. This fact marked period 2011-2020 as an Action Decade at global level. Similar conclusion could be drawn taking into account data on number of traffic accidents in the Republic of Serbia. This situation in not a novelty, but on the contrary, situation with which our society was faced for many years 2 , what initiated numerous attempts of social reaction, before all preventive ones, in order to increase awareness of traffic participants about the need to behave in traffic in disciplined way. The special, and for the thematic of this paper especially important approach to consideration of the traffic delinquency is legal approach. 3 By enforcement of an organized protective system it was attempted to reduce the most serious consequences of traffic delicts, namely the number of casualties in road traffic in the Republic of Serbia, as well as significant material damages. As expected, emphasize was on prevention, through implementation of radical measures for all traffic participants. Republic of Serbia belongs to the group of states which generally accepted the idea to manage traffic safety, but in this sense, strong protective system was not yet implemented, consequence of which are numerous oscillations in number of casualties 4 . Creation of an adequate legal framework is prerequisite for implementation of system, aimed at enabling management of the traffic safety. 5 Tightening of safety norms which regulate behaviour of traffic participants 6 is visible through numerous amendments of Road Safety Law (hereinafter: RSL 7 ), with the goal to manage in efficient way abovementioned strategy. 8 There are numerous criminogenic factors that influence the rate of traffic delinquency. They can be divided into three groups: behaviour of traffic participants, road condition and vehicles condition. Measures taken in order to improve traffic conditions are unavoidable and always implemented to the extent enabled by the economic situation of the state. Despite some positive actions implemented in the Republic of Serbia in relation with the road conditions and vehicles conditions, we can ascertain that the most important measures are implemented in order to influence on raising awareness and traffic culture of traffic participants.
Behaviour of traffic participants is the most important criminogenic factor of the traffic delinquency. There are numerous educational programs, campaigns, media promotions of the traffic safety, as well as other promotions aiming at raising discipline of traffic participants. However, despite some achieved positive results, there was no expectations that these can drastically influence the situation in this area 9 .
Repressive measures, penalties for traffic violations and criminal offences still remain necessary instruments for protection of society against crimes, in cases when other measures are insufficient for protection of specific social values, primarily human life and body. are implemented for some time, should result in a reduction of the rate of the traffic delinquency, as well as reduction of so called traffic crimes.
The aim of this paper is to present trends in traffic delinquency rates taking into account the total number of traffic accidents and number of legally processed criminal offenses against the traffic safety, the structure of traffic delinquency rates represented by number of traffic criminal offences, as well as the share of traffic criminal offenses within the overall crime in the Republic of Serbia for period 2014-2018. In relation with the abovementioned, it should be stressed that without having adequate and reliable data it is impossible to have the real picture of situation and trends of traffic delinquency in general, and consequently of implemented preventive and repressive measures, as well as possible need to amend them, or to enforce other legal measures.
At the end of this introduction it is necessary to explain the meaning of the term traffic delinquency. In this respect we can interpret traffic delinquency in narrow or broader meaning. Traffic delinquency interpreted in narrow meaning involves traffic crimes which includes so called "traffic criminal offenses" -criminal acts which include jeopardizing traffic safety 11 , while traffic delinquency interpreted in broader meaning, in addition to criminal delicts, includes traffic offenses as well. This different interpretation will be important for distinction of results presented in this paper. Prevailing forms of traffic delinquency in broader meaning are manifested in traffic accidents as a consequence of illegal behaviour which causes minor offence or criminal liability of traffic participants. Traffic accident is event with one or more casualties and/or with material damage. Mostly, traffic conflicts are caused by the mistake of drivers, as traffic participants. Prevailing traffic conflicts include: over speeding, improper overtaking, non-conceding the right of way and failure to keep sufficient distance 12 .
Research methods
In this paper have been analysed statistical data about traffic accidents and persons convicted for criminal acts against the traffic safety gathered from annual and periodical reports of the Statistical institute of the Republic of Serbia. 13 .
This statistical data then underwent the qualitative and quantitative analysis of the content for period 2014-2018 in the Republic of Serbia. This period was taken into consideration in order to conduct analysis and monitor trends of the traffic delinquency rates in the Republic of Serbia. Data analysed in this paper cover the territory of the Republic of Serbia without the territory of Kosovo and Metohija.
In addition to the statistical method, during this research, methods of content analysis, empirical method, descriptive method, comparative method, as well as deduction and induction methods have been applied.
Trends of traffic delinquency rates in period 2014-2018 in the Republic of Serbia
Taking into account that ZOBS foresees radical measures for improvement of the road safety, it is important to take into consideration the total number of traffic accidents and ratio of the total number of traffic accidents and number of persons convicted for criminal acts against the traffic safety in period 2014-2018. On the basis of these data, it is possible to determine if the traffic delinquency rate declines and to come to the conclusion about efficiency of measures implemented in order to reduce the traffic delinquency in broader meaning. In addition to this, through analysis of statistical data for abovementioned period, it is possible to come to the conclusion about the percent of traffic criminal delicts in relation to the total number of traffic delicts. Such results could be obtained if we compare statistical data about the total number of road accidents and number of persons convicted for criminal acts against the traffic safety, in situations where the final verdict confirmed that the traffic criminal delict was committed. Table 1 below presents annual number of adult persons convicted for criminal acts against traffic safety and number of traffic accidents in the Republic of Serbia in period 2014-2018. By analysing presented data, we can deduct the following conclusions: -Year 2014 is year with the lowest number of registered traffic accidents in the abovementioned period, or in other words year with the lowest rate of the traffic delinquency; -Annual number of traffic accidents declines gradually in 2015 when compared with 2014, and then gradually raises during 2016, 2017 and 2018. -The largest number of traffic accidents was registered in 2017 .
Obtained results cannot be taken as absolute comparable annually, but rather as relative ones, because there is dependency on other factors. The most important factor is primarily related to the increased number of registered motor vehicles in the Republic of Serbia, what causes increase of probability of traffic accidents. Improvement of road infrastructure and reduction of parts of roads marked as 'black holes' reduce the probability of traffic accidents.
When we look the ratio of number of traffic accidents and number of traffic criminal delicts, we can conclude that in period 2014-2018 number of traffic criminal delicts is in constant fall. Taking into account stagnation (in 2015) and gradual increase (2016-2018) of traffic delinquency rates in relation to 2014, we can conclude that the rate of the traffic criminality was reduced in 2018 to the half of percentage value when compared with 2014. This trend is shown in the following chart. Chart 1. Percentage of traffic criminal delicts within the total number of traffic accidents In order to have real picture of representation of traffic criminal delicts -traffic criminality in the total criminality in the Republic of Serbia, we will present and compare statistical data about total number of convicted adults and number of adults convicted for criminal acts against the traffic safety in the Republic of Serbia in period 2014-2018. Share of the traffic criminality within the total criminality in the Republic of Serbia in period 2014-2018 is presented in the following chart.
was for crimes against the property, then for crimes against the marriage and family (15.7%) and for crimes against human health (13.9%). Looking at these percentages, we can conclude that the share of the traffic criminality within the total criminality, namely second biggest in 2014, and fourth biggest in 2015-2018, is significant, as well as that this share decreases in this period.
Conclusion
Taking into account introductory remarks and presented information about the traffic safety in modern societies and states, this paper starts from the presumption which is in favour of the fact that also in the Republic of Serbia there is a need to decrease the traffic delinquency rates. Data on the number of traffic accidents, number of convicted persons for crimes against traffic safety as an index of traffic delinquency rates in broader sense, then share of traffic crimes within the total criminality in the Republic of Serbia offered important information about trends and structure of traffic delinquency rates in the period observed.
Based on these results, we can conclude how efficient have been measures undertaken in order to improve the traffic safety. Absolute indexes show that traffic delinquency trends in broader sense is in slight decrease, while the traffic criminality rate decreases in relation to the total number of traffic delicts, for the period since 2014. The share of the traffic criminality within the total criminality for period 2014-2018 in the Republic of Serbia slightly decreased in relation to 2014.
Based on abovementioned conclusions, we can confirm the statement from the introductory part of this paper that the traffic delinquency is one of problems that requires special attention. Despite some positive results in the field of the traffic safety management, what was also confirmed with results obtained through data analysis presented in this paper, we can conclude that traffic safety problem requires long term and extensive efforts within society. Among them is surely more efficient and more consistent implementation of applicable legislation, in order to fully realise goals for which these measures have been enforced, and to reduce the illegal traffic behaviour to the lowest rate, what would cause decrease of the traffic delinquency and realisation of goals envisaged in the Traffic safety strategy.
